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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,
God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In + Christ your sins are forgiven.
You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
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making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 98)
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 99)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. Open our hearts to be
transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to
all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21
A reading from Isaiah.

" Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down; they cannot rise;
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
Do not remember the former things
or consider the things of old.
"I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
. and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches,
for I give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 126
' When the LorD restored the for- ' tunes of Zion,
then were we like ' those who dream.
* Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with 'shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.”
> The Lorp has done great thlngs for us,
and we are ' glad indeed.
* Restore our for-' tunesr O Lorb,
like the watercourses of the Negeb. R
> Those who ' sowed with tears
will reap with | songs of joy.
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Those who go out weeping, carry- ing the seed,
will come again with joy, shoulder- ' ing their sheaves. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
A reading from Philippians.

[Paul writes: | 1f anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: ’ circumcised on the eighth
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharlsee ®as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless

" Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. * More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord For his sake I have suffered
the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ ? and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. "I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, "' if somehow 1 may attain the resurrection from the dead.

" Not that I have already obtalned this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay hold of that for
which Christ has laid hold of me. " Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one
thing I have laid hold of: forgettrng what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, “1 press on
toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)
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Save us  as you prom-ised: we will trust your word.

GOSPEL: John 12:1-8

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. ’
There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him. Mary took a
pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fra%rance of the perfume. *But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to
betray him), said, ~ “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?”

(He said this not because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and
used to steal what was put into it.) " Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the
day of my burial. *You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’

The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - PASTOR MARY METZGER

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 583)
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Take My Life, That I May Be
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We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s imagination, Paul’s transformed
identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that our lives, too, may be poured out in love as we trust in your
promises. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the sea and the wilderness, the
mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. Repair habitats and sustainable ecosystems on, above, and
beneath the ground. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring together those who worship
you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call to you with different names. Guide interreligious dialogue,
that faith may unite rather than divide communities. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.
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The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been dampened through a health
diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring healing to those in need (especially). May all who weep
now sing songs of joy again. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who proclaim the gospel (especially
Albrecht Diirer, Matthias Griinewald, and Lucas Cranach). Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the
new thing you are doing. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who have died, we trust in the
one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us
from death to life.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Create in Me a Clean Heart (Capers) (ELW 185)
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Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those
treasures with others,

through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
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our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous Host,

us  peace, grant  us peace.

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

-+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices (ELW 833)
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that God has
es, bright and
my heart’s de -
when | a -

joic - es, would then pro-claim in  grate - ful songs
grant - ed! Your no - blest work s to a - dore!
slen - der, vou flow'rs so fra-grant and so  fair,

vo - tion, help me o sing God's prais - es  high!
dore  you, when I will join the an - gel throng
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to all, wher -
0 soul and
vou live to
My  uf- most
and raise to
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ev - er I might be, what great things God has  done  for  me!
bod - y,  join to  raise  with heart-felt joy vour mak - er’s praise!

show forth praise a - lone.  Join me to  make God's glo
POW'Ts can  nev - er  quite de - clare the won-ders of

you with joy-ful cry ten thou-sand hal - le - lu -

Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734; 1. composite
Music: 0 DASS ICH TAUSEND ZUNGEN HATTE. Johann B. Kinig, 164911738
Text £ 2006 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibined without permission or valid license from copyright adminisurator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God!
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ry known!
God’s might!
jahs  high!
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